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Bacillus) discusses the metabolic activities of the organisms in nutrient and non-nutrient media, the sources of carbon, nitrogen and phosphorus, mineral requirements and growth factors. Part III is devoted mainly to diagnostic bacteriology and discusses the many methods available for isolating tubercle bacilli from pathological material. In Part IV the types and pathogenicity of tubercle bacilli are discussed, while Part V deals mainly with tuberculosis in experimental animals, though there is a final chapter (the thirtieth in the book) on hazards and precautions in the laboratory.
This book is full of important facts about the tubercle bacillus presented with a deliberate emphasis on the historical approach, but also with attention to the latest developments. Original authors are constantly referred to in the text, there are excellent illustrations and there is a full list of references, and an author and subject index. In the list of references (called Bibliography) journals appear not by name but by number. The name of a journal has to be found by reference to a separate list. This method, though it has obvious drawbacks, does save space-and the author has wisely decided to give full titles in the references even at the cost of much extra space.
This book has a few minor defects-the style is not always quite idiomatic and at times there are rather lengthy excursions into discussions of techniques and methods which are not strictly relevant. But the book has filled a gap adequately and will be found useful and informative by workers interested in many different aspects of tuberculosis. Co. 1958 . All of us enjoy talking of our difficult cases and many like to browse through books that relate those of others in the form of medical bedside reading. Dr. Roberts has resisted the temptation to do this and has skilfully synthetized a mass of facts into a readable narrative from which information can be readily extracted. This he has achieved in part by good arrangement, classification and cross-referencing, together with careful heading and sub-heading, but in the main it has been done by sticking to the assumption that a reasonable amount of factual knowledge will already be possessed by the readers, thus enabling the highlights to be accentuated and special points to be made.
The chapter on iatrogenic illness serves as an example. It begins with a well-arranged list of conditions cross-referenced to the text, and then a number of states are further discussed, some in a few lines which are sufficient to make the main points, others, such as radiation sequela, requiring several pages of most interesting reading.
The book is divided into two parts. The first is clinical and the second deals with the assessment and place of investigations in diagnosis. Here the value of the test is discussed, and practical matters relevant to its use are brought out without reference to technical details.
The illustrations are collected together in the form of an atlas, which is a useful arrangement as it enables reference to a single plate to be made at several points in the text. The pictures themselves are clear and well chosen, few seeming to be redundant, and the reproduction is of high quality.
The references, which have been selected with great care, contain papers published as late as October 1957, and thus are as up to date as could possibly be expected.
An enormous amount of trouble has been taken with this book, not only to inform the reader but also to help him to use and enjoy it, and it is certain that many physicians will feel grateful to the author and look forward to further editions. The chief source of wonder is, however, that one man has been able to find time to amass so much information and to write it down in an acceptable form. Livingstone, Ltd. 1958 . This book has attained the dignity of a second edition in a period of five years, a sure indication of its popularity and usefulness. It is indeed an extremely competent textbook written on more or less conventional and well-tested lines. It is well and generously illustrated, in a number of instances in colour of good quality. Limitations of the size of the book have to be taken into account but it is necessary to say that the opportunity seems to a large extent to have been missed to relate "pathology" to the basic biological training students will have received in preparation for a study of this subject. In this connexion emphasis might have very usefully been laid on the fact that the border between "pathology" and physiology is blurred or even non-existent and that much of pathology concerns the disturbance of normal function by the processes of disease.
The principal change that has been made in the second edition is the replacement of a number of illustrations by others either of better quality or more instructive.
